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1. The Doctor of Juridical Science, Harvard

®  Graduate Program Handbook: https://hls.harvard.edu/graduate-program/gphandbook/

® S.J.D. Milestone Chart

Requirement

Deadline*

Study Plan

January 31, first year in program

Completion of Audit Requirement

End of first year

Oral Exam

Second year, but no later than March 31, second year

Prospectus

Second year or fall of the third year, but no later than December 15,
third year

First Colloguium

Second or third year, but no later than April 30, third year

Declare Intended Graduation Date

Between 6 and 12 months before intended graduation

Second Colloquium

Between 6 and 12 months before graduation

Dissertation Submission (or
Extension Request)

January 15, each applicable year, starting in the fourth year

Successful Dissertation Defense

See “S.J.D. Graduation Timelines” below

Final Graduation Deadline

May, seventh year

*NOTE: Candidates planning to graduate within four years will need to complete their oral exams and
submit their approved prospectus well in advance of the respective deadlines.

2. Health Policy, Harvard

3.  Sociology and Anthropology, NUS

® Sample Study Plan for PhD Students

Year 1 Semester 1: Semester 2:
(a) Complete 2-3 courses (a) Complete 2-3 courses
(b) Find and confirm Thesis Advisor | (b) Form Ph.D. Thesis Committee
Year 2 Semester 3: Semester 4:
(a) Complete 2-3 courses (a) Complete all remaining courses
(b) Read SC6770 Graduate Research | (b) Prepare and clear DERC
Seminar (c) Prepare and submit the second CE
(c) Prepare and submit the first CE (d) Prepare and defend proposal (QE)
(e) Prepare and submit fieldwork funding
through GRSS (if applicable)
Year 3 Semester 5: Semester 6:
(a) Intensified data collection (a) Intensified data collection (including
(including fieldwork, if fieldwork, if applicable)
applicable)
Year 4 Semester 7: Semester 8:
(a) Writing of thesis (a) Writing and submission of thesis
(b) Oral Examination
(c) Present research in the Graduate
Seminar Series



https://hls.harvard.edu/graduate-program/gphandbook/academics-sjd-candidates/
https://hls.harvard.edu/graduate-program/gphandbook/
https://gsas.harvard.edu/policy/health-policy
https://fass.nus.edu.sg/socanth/programmes-phd/

4, School of Business, NUS

® Programme Structure and Curriculum

Requirement

To Meet the Requirement

Remarks

Departmental Affiliation
& Thesis Committee

To facilitate systematic
approach to research with
guidance

Student attached to the Department.
Advisor and two committee members
needed. [Year 1]

Need to constitute committee before
completing coursework.

Coursework

For acquiring fundamental and
essential knowledge in several
domains

10-12 approved courses. (4-6) core courses
and rest approved electives. Typically
takes 2 years.

[Year 1 & 2]

1. Electives can be from other
faculties / departments.

2. Minimum 3 and Maximum 4
courses per semester

Summer Paper

To help the PhD students kick-start their
research early, a summer paper
requirement will be introduced into the
programme. All first year students
(starting from the AY06/07 cohort) will be
required to submit a summer paper at the
end of their study in Year 1.

Student will also be required to
present the summer paper to the
department.

Qualifying Examination

To ensure that the student is
ready to embark on independent
research

Following coursework completion. Pass
departmental requirements of written
and/or oral examination

[Year 2]

Prerequisite to proceed to candidacy
and proposal stage.

Thesis Proposal
To help the candidate refine the
research ideas

Written proposal and oral examination.
Typically during the 3rd year of the
programme

[Year 3]

Pre-requisite for finishing
dissertation

Teaching Development

Students may be required to assume
teaching duties as part of their training
after proposal defence.

[Year 3 to Year 4]

Departments can choose to appoint.

Doctoral Dissertation

An original piece of research that makes a
significant theoretical contribution to a
body of knowledge. Written dissertation
evaluated by internal and external
examiners, followed by oral defence
before the committee. The final step in
obtaining the PhD degree.

[Year 4]

Time frame from proposal to
dissertation defence varies between
on



https://bschool.nus.edu.sg/phd/programme-details/programme-structure/

5.

Clinical and Translational Sciences (PhD CTS), Duke-NUS

® Programme Overview

PhD in Clinical Sciences:
Programme Overview

Semester 1 Semester 2

Identify Thesis Research Start of Thesis Research

Principles of Clinical Research

Graduate Seminars

PhD Qualifying Exam (PQE)
Graduate Seminars

Semester 1

Thesis Research

IRB and Grant Review meetings
Thesis Advisory Committee Meetings
Graduate Seminars

Semester 2
Thesis Research
IRB and Grant Review meetings
Thesis Advisory Committee Meetings
Graduate Seminars

Foundations of Precision Medicine

Graduate Seminars

Semester 1 Semester 2
Thesis Research Thesis Research
Biostatistics for Clinical Research Electives

Thesis Advisory Committee Meetings
Graduate Seminars

Completion of PhD

Successful

Dissertation
defense

6. Astronomy & Astrophysics, University of Toronto

7. Department of Anthropology, University of Toronto

® (Graduate Student Handbook: https://www.anthropology.utoronto.ca/graduate/graduate-

programs/graduate-program-guide/graduate-student-handbook

Program Stage

Completion Deadline if Admitted
from Master's Degree

Completion Deadline if
Direct-Entry

Complete Courses By August of year 1 By August of year 2
Complete Ethics Review, Language | By August of year 2 By August of year 3
Requirement

and Present and Defend Thesis

Proposal

Fieldwork/dissertation Research Year3—-4 Year4 -5

Write Dissertation Year4 -5 Year5-6

Pass Final Oral PhD Examination Year 5 Year 6



https://www.duke-nus.edu.sg/education/our-programmes/phd/cts-phd/curriculum
https://www.astro.utoronto.ca/academics/graduate-studies/current/phd-program/requirements/
https://www.anthropology.utoronto.ca/graduate/graduate-programs/graduate-program-guide
https://www.anthropology.utoronto.ca/graduate/graduate-programs/graduate-program-guide/graduate-student-handbook
https://www.anthropology.utoronto.ca/graduate/graduate-programs/graduate-program-guide/graduate-student-handbook

8. Electrical and Computer Engineering, University of Toronto

® Schedule for Timely Completion

Program Entry Jan. 2025
Courses + JDE1000H Complete over Winter 2025 and Fall 2025
Background Statement Complete by March 2025

Qualifying Examination

Thesis Proposal (15t Annual Sup. Comm. Meeting +
Achieve Candidacy

2" Annual Sup. Comm. Meeting

3rd Annual Sup. Comm. Meeting

Dept. Oral Exam (4" Annual Sup. Comm. Meeting +
Final Oral Exam

Complete by September/October 2025

Complete by March 2026

Complete by March 2027
Complete by March 2028

Complete by December 2028

9. Mechanical Engineering., University of Michigan

® Timeline & Satisfactory Progress

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4-5
: Program Begin Coursework Research Form Dissertation Rackham Dissertation
:Requirements Requirements Fundamentals Exam Committee Meetings
Mil and Research Core Oral English Test (Int’l  Dissertation Proposal Thesis Dissertation
ilestones Curriculum students only) Exam {Written)
R h Skill C lete C t
sl s P e.e s Thesis Defense (Oral)
Course Requirement
Research Advisor Complete RCRS
Selected with MESS0 Program
Responsible Conduct Advancement to
of Research (RCRS) Candidacy
Annual Progress Annual Progress Annual Progress Annual Progress
Update (2x) Update Update Update
Program =~ i Tencs =
: o8 b Funding Sonferance Journal Publications Journal Publications
: Expectations Attendance
: Awards Awards Awards Awards



https://www.ece.utoronto.ca/graduates/degree-programs/phd/
https://me.engin.umich.edu/academics/graduate/handbook/doctoral/

10. Interdisciplinary Neuroscience Program, Taiwan International Graduate Program

® The Academic Flow Chart

September

Lab Rotation; Student Registration

O

~

First Year:

Required Courses

Lab rotations/Selection of thesis advisor:
Suggest to complete before June 1
Qualifying Exam:

= Application Deadline: June 1

« Thesis Proposal Submission Deadline: July 31

» Examination will be arranged in September
QINS office /
S/econd Year: \

Qualifying Exam {re-examination for those

who fail their 1st QE):
« Application Deadline: November 1

= Thesis Proposal Submission Deadline: Dec 31

+ Examination will be arranged in February by

vws office /
~>

4 ™
Third Year and Beyond:

Thesis Progress Report

{Once a year after passing the Qualifying Exam)

p ./

{egree Review Examinatiunx

(1) Application form, 2

advisors, an initial draft of their
complete thesis and other evidence of
scholarly achievements.

AND
{2) Oral presentation

Successful completion requires the
agreement of 830% or more of the

Degree Review examination Committee.

E}taminatinn {only once is permittmy

/D;gree Examination:
Submission: Aug. 1 to 9 weeks after the

Eall Semester

school starts

Oral defense deadline: January 31
Spring Semester

Submission: Feb. 1to O weeks after the

school starts

Qaldefense deadline: July 31 /

Graduation Ceremany:

Jun. {University) or Dec. {Academia Sinica)

Graduation Application Deadlines
Differ in each university. Please contact

with INS office.



https://npas.programs.sinica.edu.tw/ins/academics-1.html

